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Keep up with ECCHS online    www.eastcontracostahistory.org 
 

 

In This Issue 

Cruisin’ through History 
Car Show  June 28 

Membership Drive  
Welcome 83 NEW Members 

Local History Days  
1,600+ students visited this year! 

Early Crop Dusting 
As shared by Dewey DeMartini 

Volume 25, Issue 2                                                                   June, 2025 

 

Over 500 visitors enjoyed Opening Day at the Museum 
 

Pancakes, Farm Animals, & Quilts,  Oh, my! 
Museum grounds were full of activity on Opening Day 

 

  
Pancake Breakfast 

Special Thank You to 
our fellow local 

organizations who 
contributed to the day’s 

success! 
 

 

Oakley 
Petting 

Zoo 

 

Quilt 
Show 

Visit your Museum 
Enjoy new and updated displays 
Have visitors coming into town?   

Bring them to the museum 
Do you belong to an organization & 

looking for an interesting outing? 
Schedule a tour & lunch at the museum 

Museum Open Hours 
Saturdays & third Sunday 

10:00-2:00 
April thru October 

We are still looking for Greeters! 
ecchs@eastcontracostahistory.org 

Or call/text 925-206-5087   

Your Board Members 
Elected Officers 

Mary Black 
President 

Dall Barley 
1st Vice -President 

Dennis Nunn 
2nd Vice-President 

Randi McCall 
Recording Secretary 

Shirley McCall 
Corresponding Secretary 

Kathy Bushman 
Treasurer 

Doreen Forlow 
Past President 

Community Ambassadors 
Ted & Geri Alesna  

Bethel Island 

Maggie Northcut 
Brentwood 

Lori Favaloro 
Byron 

Pam Moore 
Discovery Bay 

Melissa Cakebread 
Knightsen 

Kim Ambrosino 
Oakley 

Tony Campagna 
Board Member at Large 

 

2025-2026 Elected Board Members Installed at May Dinner 

72 members attending the Member Dinner on May 4th enjoyed  
good company and dinner from El Gallito.  

A recap of 2024-2025 ECCHS happenings was shared  
by President Mary Black (pg 8) and newly elected officers  

were installed by Dinner Chairperson Gretchen Tovar. 

Your board members look forward to serving ECCHS  
& keeping local history alive! 

 
 

https://d.docs.live.net/8aa703385c570e6f/Desktop/ECCHS/Newsletter/June%5eJ2025/www.eastcontracostahistory.org
mailto:ecchs@eastcontracostahistory.org
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2025  Membership Drive  a Great Success! 

WELCOME to our 83 New Members 
We invite you to be active participants & hope to see you at upcoming museum activities & events!! 

 
Greg Adkins  Jeffrey Houd  & Carley Cordrey Bridgette Schaffer 

Ted & Geri Alesna  Jeff Johnson  Duane & Sue Schnittker 

Jeannette Avila  Susan Laird  Katy Schulte 

Diane Beecher  Duane Ludwig  Kathy Sciortino 

Jack & Tobi Benz  Faye Maloney  John & Yvonne Simmons 

Belinda Bittner  John & Karen Mancuso  Joni Smith 

Gladys Briseno  Heidi Mayer  John & Marlena Sprague 

Craig &  Carol Bronzan  Jovita Mendoza  Glenn & Jeannie Stonebarger 

Celia Bustos  Sharyn Metez & Bruce Ashford  Michael & Kaley Stonebarger 

Mike &  Roxanne Casey  Eileen Newill  Paul & Jessica Stonebarger 

Nick Casey  Beverly Ng  Kiran Taunk 

Brian Connery  Bob & Kris Nunn  Vic & Denise Thornhill 

Larry & Didi Del Chiaro  Stan & Kelli Nunn  Nancy Tovar 

Mark &  Jeanette Dwelley  Diane Ramirez  Roy & Sue Vinyard 

Michelle Flowers  Kathy  Regan  Bobbie Whitlock 

Gil &  Debbie Hagar  Heidi Retzer  Terry & Judie Yates 

Jazmine Harnishfeger-Brand  Richard Roberson  Christopher &  Caterina Zahnd 

Doug &  Wendy Herman  Robert Ruddick  Tammy Zickuhr 

James &  Dina Holder       
  

      
Plus 16 members listed in earlier newsletter! 

Membership form 
online 

Download & mail  

 Mail  
  

Go to website 
Click on JOIN 

Click 
 

Not a Member of ECCHS? 

JOIN Now 

 

 

Scan  
 

Go to 
online  
form  

www.eastcontracostahistory.org 
 

 

Check out our page 
Support Those  

Who Support Us 
for all Business Members of ECCHS 

Welcome to our 
New BUSINESS Members! 

Angelica Ayon 

Brentwood Citrus Company 

DLP Entertainment 

F. Maggiore & Sons 

Farmer’s Daughter Produce 

Go Granny Traveling Notary 

Maggiore Ranch 

Merrill Signature Properties 

Moffatt Ranch 

R12 Window Cleaning 

Three Nunns Farm 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

MEMBER NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM 
NOVEMBER 6, 2025 

A special evening at your museum 
with light refreshment under the lights 

Program Topic:  Museum Expansion Plans 

http://www.eastcontracostahistory.org/
http://www.eastcontracostahistory.org/
http://www.eastcontracostahistory.org/
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Cruise through History 
when classic cars arrive at the 

museum and local history  
is on full display. 

 
Cars    Food   Craft Vendors    Music 
Beer/Wine    Photo Opps       Games 

 
Fun for ALL Ages! 

 
Thank you to ECCHS members Joe 

Favaloro, Tony Campagna, Gil Hagar and 
Dan Schliesman of Coffee and Clutches 

for organizing the June 28 Car Show. 
 

All proceeds benefit  
East Contra Costa Historical Society 

Boondoggies       
Travieza Latin Flavors      Sari Express 

              Mexican & Carribean food             Filipino food   

KONA Shaved Ice 

Craft Vendors 
Stimi’s Beachin T’s     

Handcrafted by Gene   

Marsh Creek Pottery    Flannel T’s      

Brick Time   

 

   
   Brentwood Craft Beer & Cider 

                        All sales benefit ECCHS 
 
 
 

Space still available for 

CARS 
Craft Vendors 

 

 

Thank you to our local businesses for Raffle Baskets 
Diggers Diner Brentwood   Black Bear Diner   Brentwood NAPA Auto Parts   O’Reilly’s Auto (nr Winco)    AMC Theater    Pet Smart     

Round Table Pizza (Discovery Bay)    Hannah Nicole Winery   AutoZone    Mountain Mike’s Pizza (Discovery Bay)    Wild Idol    Byron Roadhouse 
 

More coming in each day! 
 

Raffles 

Traeger Grill & Smoker 
Donated by Home Depot 

Mimosa Cruise on the Delta & Lunch 
Donated by Joe & Lori Favaloro 

Lunch donated by Marina Grill (DB), Orwood Resort 

 

Personalized Cornhole Boards 
Donated by Sarah Black 

 

 

Wine Tasting & Sales by Glass 
Campos Winery   Hannah Nicole Winery   
   Bent Creek Winery   Favalora Winery    
                   Corteza Vineyards 
    

Volunteers Needed to work the day of the Car Show! 
Setup/Prep:  Friday, June 27  9:00-12:00 

During the Car Show:  Sell raffle tickets, help in wine or vendor areas 

Email cruisin@eastcontracostahistory.org    or call 925-206-5087 
 
 

mailto:cruisin@eastcontracostahistory.org
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After WWII aerial applications became more widely used in this area.   
• Don Christensen used Atwood Crop Dusters, piloted by Don Price, to treat 

his sweet corn using a Boeing PT 17 army training airplane from Salinas. 
• In the early 1950’s Davis Flying Services also used the Boeing PT 17 piloted 

by Jim Morrison.  
• Davis Flying Service was sold to United Heckathorn, who hired pilots Harold 

Smart and later, Dewey DeMartini.   Other pilots included Mike Jose (a one  
armed pilot) and Norman Paseley.  

• Pilot Wayne Clevenger and his Clevenger Aircraft Company developed 
    a single seat airplane conversion of a surplus Stinson L-5 observation and  
    liaison aircraft. He converted the rear cabin to accommodate a chemical  
    hopper and converted it into a biplane. Adding two Luscombe wings and a  
    radial nine-cylinder Lycoming engine, it was nicknamed “the Pregnant Guppy” 
    Wayne also used helicopters manufactured by Bell.  
• Bud Henry moved to this area from Salinas.  He had an Ag Cat biplane, a Schweizer built by Grumman 

Aircraft Company who manufactured airplanes specifically for the agriculture application of chemicals, 
fertilizer and seed. Bud flew for Jim Mapes, farmer and distributor of lettuce throughout the nation. 

• In 1978 Doff Cooksey started a company called Aerial Control. He used Miller helicopters for a few 
years and then switched to Bell helicopters to carry a heavier load of material.  He also added two ground rig 
sprayers for row crop use. 
 

     There have been many various applicators and modes of aerial     
     application over the years, but it all started in this area with   
     Victor and Paul DeMartini and their vineyard on Lone Tree Way. 

     Their farming history helped to shape practices of the Diablo Valley. 

 
 

 

 

In the mid to late 1930’s the area known as Diablo Valley, which is now East Contra Costa County, sustained a 
very wet winter. The valley was planted with young orchards of various fruit trees, vineyards and field crops, which 
needed to be treated with certain chemicals at specific times to prevent various types of plant diseases. 
This winter was extremely wet, and the ground was so muddy that tractors could not be used. 
Victor DeMartini and his brother Paul had a vineyard that had to be treated with sulfur. Victor had heard of a flying 
service out of Hayward, the Hawk Dusters, that would apply the needed chemicals by air.  The pilot, Bob Streif 
flew a specially built high wing aircraft similar to an airplane called a Ryan. Bob was hired, and he went on to treat 
other orchards in the area.  This was the first aerial application in the Diablo Valley. 
 

The Past Shapes the Present 

 

Dewey DeMartini shared the history of early aerial application in farming (crop dusting) in our 
area. The DeMartini family migrated from Italy to San Francisco to the Marsh Creek area where 
they started farming in the late 1800’s.  Dewey is the son of Victor DeMartini, one of 8 siblings in 
this early farming family of East Contra Costa County.  

‘My Grandfather had horse and wagon with mechanical spreader he used to spread manure for his 
own property and others ~ Guess our family has always been into agricultural application!’ 
 

 

Victor & Azalea DeMartini 
at their vineyard on Lone Tree Way 
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The Resource Center is home 
to a number of valued first-
hand accounts  
that preserve and  
offer insight into daily life  
from days gone by. 

This first hand account is from Edna Burroughs, who married Ben in 1910.  The 
Burroughs brothers were dairymen and owned a creamery (processing plant) in 
Oakland.  Ben had purchased the 350 acres of wild reclamation land at the end 
of Sellers Avenue in 1905 where he grew alfalfa, raised dairy cows and shipped 
milk from the Knightsen rail station to their Creamery in Oakland.   
 

The Tule House 

This short excerpt from Edna’s memories of the Tule House (home among the tules) was written in 1973 and shares a 
glimpse into the threat to life on the islands of the Delta protected by levees – rain and rising water.     
 

It was around eleven the morning of July 17, 1910 that Ben and I came home to the Tule.  From my half year teaching at the 
tiny Sand Mound School, I knew the place – Ben’s mother had had me over for a few weekends that spring;  Ben 
himself had had ranch headquarters there since he bought the place in 1906.  
 
. . .  . .  in the Fall of 1910 – Dec. 20th, in fact, and there’s a great  
storm all over California.  Our “Sea” was lashing our slight levies,  
North and East.  The tides were high, with free access from river  
and sloughs, pushing back against this inland sea:  but worst of all,  
Marsh Creek was flooding from the south, out of its narrow channel 
over the whole Brentwood, Knightsen, Oakley area, down into the  
basin which was our Reclamation District 799; channeling now to  
attack our Mzrick-Heims built levee at the ranch’s South West  
corner.** 
 
It was pouring; a wild wind was up.  Ben and I, out in the East porch, 
in the dusk and the driving mist the south Wind blew in – heard the 
sound a mile away:  Marsh Creek water, tearing through our levy  
into our prize “80”, our only reclaimed land (and reclaimed at such  
labor and such cost).  I laughed.  Ben’s arm came around me.   
“Teddy”, he said kindly, firmly, “You are a fool.”  “I know,” I said.  I knew it was his life.  He put his life into everything he did. 
 
Overnight, Ben found Lucy and Joe Reichmoth to take over as caretakers.  Joaquin stayed.  Typical river-rat that he was, he 
was the one to police the marginal problems in store.  It was Joaquin, who, on a sunny Sunday in late January, spent a long 
day in his rowboat on the total sea which #799 had become, and at dusk towed home an awkward spacious scow from the 
flood debris.  “Something,” he said, “to take your stuff out on.” 
 
 

On it we loaded whatever of our household things we must take for 

the small cottage we meant to rent in Oakland.  Joaquin tied the 

raft to his boat and rowed it out to the County Road.  Ben and I 

drove ourselves and our luggage out over a most frail bit of levy to 

the same spot; our sturdy team, in water to their hips, put us up 

the slope into the torn and jagged road.  Ben and Joaquin in hip-

boots transferred our stuff from the scow to our capacious wagon 

bed.  We duly arrived via Santa Fe at our Mother Burrough’s home 

in Oakland 

 

 

circa 1917 
Knightsen Dairies shipped 2,500 gallons of milk daily 

 

 

**East Contra Costa County includes 13 islands and tracts, all of them reclaimed from the marshlands of the Delta.  
The tracts rely upon the system of levees and pumps to keep them dry.  

The Swamp and Overflow Act of 1850 was the beginning of the modern history of the Delta.  It gave title of 320 (later 
to be 640) acres per person who would reclaim the land.  By 1871 most of the land was spoken for.  

 
 

Simple ferries were used to transport persons 
and vehicles between islands and mainland 
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Local History Days Bring History to Life! 

Voices and laughter of third grade students from local schools were heard at the museum during April & May as 
they learned how their life would have been in the late 1800’s.  Morning tours and afternoon hands-on activities 
take students back in time to experience a day in school, play games, and do chores of the late 1800’s. 
1,645 students plus about 400 parents participated in the Local History Days  
at the ECCHS Museum this year.  Many report that it is the best field trip ever! 
 

         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     

 

 

 

 

 

Thank You to the Team of Docents who ‘Bring History to Life’ 
Diane Alexander Sandy Gill Catrina Mygrant-Lip 

Cheryl Allegro Kathy Griggs Dennis Nunn 

Tony Allegro Kathy Gursky Erica Pantle 

Deborah Allison Chuck Hunter Linda Peterson 

Dall Barley Pat Hunter Robin Robello* 

Catherine Bartling Sharon Johnson Barbara Rosenthal 

Jerry Black Carl Knittel* Katy Schulte* 

Mary Black Liz Lutz Tom Snyder 

Julie Bretz Lynn Machado Jo Tennant 

Brian Connery* Barry Margesson Gretchen Tovar 

Linda Cseak* Charlene Margesson Ed Valenzuela 

Cynthia DeMaggio Lisa McLaughlin Roy Vinyard* 

Lori Favaloro Diane Musumeci Sue Vinyard* 

John Gallacher * NEW Docent 2025-2026 Dolores Ward 

 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU to Brentwood Café 
for supplying all of the ice cream and butter ingredients needed for the 3rd grade school tours 

(milk, whipping cream & eggs) 

In addition to the visit to the museum, our ECCHS team of ‘Archeology 
Docents’ lead all third grade classes to explore local history through artifacts  
A short presentation about Mt. Diablo watershed,  Round Valley as natural  
area for Native Americans, Rancho days of John Marsh’ Rancho Los Meganos, 
and the settling of towns, students sift through mini Middens to discover 
artifacts that ‘tell the story’ of each of these areas. 
 

 

What’s in the Midden*? 
*archeological ‘dig’ 

 

    

Thank You to our Archeology Docents 

Joe Darr J.C. Linda Curran Cici Migay 

 

Want to join  
the Docent Team?   

docents@eastcontracostahistory.org 
or call/text  

925-206-5087 

 

mailto:docents@eastcontracostahistory.org?subject=I'd%20like%20to%20be%20a%20docent!
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Ambassadors Connect ECCHS with our Communities  

History of Knightsen Presented to School Board 

8th grade students presented Knightsen History complete 
with scale model of the town and a working train to the 
school board members on May 14th. Ambassador Melissa 
Cakebread connected her 8th grade students with 3rd 
graders to research and report on Knightsen’s rich  history. 

Build that Community Pride! 

 

Coming Events 

Oakley SummerFest  
June 28 

Visit the ECCHS table 

Brentwood July 4th Parade 
Wave at the ECCHS entry 

Bethel Island 
Boats & Berries – Aug 16 & 17 
ECCHS & John Marsh Historic Trust 

will share local history 
 

A Window on History 
Byron Community Library Club reminds 
all of us to honor those who gave their 
lives for our freedom on Memorial Day. 

 

Byron Community Library Club 
hosted a Cioppino Dinner prepared by Patty 
Bristow to raise funds to the Byron caboose. 
Ambassador Lori Favaloro gathered history to 
share and helped to promote the event. 

Mark your calendar now for the 
Byron Rail Fair     September 27th 

 

Discovery Bay Chamber Hosts 
Mixer at ECCHS Museum 

Members of Discovery Bay Chamber of 
Commerce enjoyed an evening exploring 
the ECCHS Museum on May 27th.   
Many of the members had never been to 
their museum of local history and vowed 
to come back! 

 

 
Community Ambassadors 

Ted Alesna, Geri Alesna, Lori Favaloro, Kim Ambrosino 
Melissa Cakebread,  Maggie Northcut,  Pam Moore 

 

Open the QR code to see 
history and buildings 

described at the first stop. 

 

Downtown Brentwood Walking Tours 
Tours open to ECCHS members only at this time. 

Thursdays, August 7  September 4 
10:00am and 7:00pm 

Tours start at the fountain at corner of Oak & 1st Streets and 
last about an hour. 

To sign up: call:  925-206-5087  
Or   walkingtour@eastcontracostahistory.org 

 

Interested in being 
a Tour Guide? 

Call 925-206-5087 

mailto:walkingtour@eastcontracostahistory.org
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Looking Back at 2024-2025  ~ Looking Forward 
 

Increase Membership & Member Involvement 
ECCHS held its first membership drive  
              83 NEW members!   
 

                 email (twice monthly) communication to 
keep members updated on current happenings  

 

 
The Windmill 

Connect Community members with Museum 
Continue established community events & 
programs         BBQ (325 dinners)    

Christmas on the Farm (1000 attendees)   
       Opening Day (500+ attendees) 

  3rd Grade Local History Days (1600 students, 400 parents) 

Doubled Open Museum Hours 
 

            Cruisin’ through History Car Show 
 

 

 

Develop Informative & Engaging Displays of Local History 
Provided research & worked with City of Brentwood to develop interpretive panels at Davis Camp site 
Team process set up to evaluate & upgrade displays in house, caboose, Homer’s Shed, schoolhouse  
Rotating Display on cattle branding set up in Homer’s Shed to add to permanent displays  
 

 Organize Exhibit Teams to research and plan displays for property expansion.    
Engage members and larger community in property expansion  

 

Promote Awareness 
ECCHS represents 6 Communities 

Participated in events in ALL communities 
Create Ambassador positions & all filled! 
Community Trees/Displays at Christmas on the Farm 
Participation in Chambers of Commerce 
         
         Establish Satellite Museum in each community 

 

 

Maintain Financial Solvency 
Establish Internal Operations 

 Operating & Project Budgets managed and 
reviewed monthly 
 
            Implement Board re-organization approved by      
           member vote to delineate areas of support & 
coordination for committee & event chairpersons 

 

 

Your ECCHS Board has established 6 areas of goals to guide and prioritize planning, budget, 
and implementation of programs and activities to best fulfill our mission to preserve and  
share local history. 

 

Conceptual Plan 
For Property Expansion 

Expanding our property has allowed us to 
identify six areas of local history to more 
fully develop: 

Agricultural History 
Native American Life 

The Delta 
Volunteer Fire Departments 

Impact of Railroad on our area 
Main Street, East County, 1800’s 

Exhibit teams are being developed for 
each of these areas.  Do you have interest 
or memorabilia that could contribute? 

Contact 
ecchs@eastcontracostahistory.org 

 

 

 

Thank you to SDG Architects for creating a site plan that builds 
upon existing museum layout, captures a community feel to 
exhibit layout, and allows us to build in a cohesive manner as 
funding allows. 
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Support Those Who Support ECCHS 
ECCHS values and appreciates our Business Members  

We encourage all members to frequent these local businesses who support YOUR ECCHS 

    
 

    
 

 
 

 

 

   
 

 

 
 

 

 
  

 

Knightsen 

Garden Club 
 

F.A. Maggiore 
& Sons Ranch 

 

 

  

Does your business already belong to ECCHS? 

THANK YOU! 

Do you own a business that should belong to ECCHS?    

JOIN TODAY! 

Do you work for a business that should belong to ECCHS? 

ENCOURAGE THEM TO JOIN! 

Contact:   Shirley McCall   membership@eastcontracostahistory.org     or  call  925-634-4049 
 

Go Granny 
Traveling Notary Public 

925-597-8453 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Knightsen%20Garden%20Club/199576646846677/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Knightsen%20Garden%20Club/199576646846677/
http://www.bloomfieldvineyards.com/
http://www.napaonline.com
http://www.mccauleyolivegroves.com
http://www.gurskyranch.com/
https://www.downtownbrentwood.com/
http://www.cocowineco.com
http://www.johnmarshhouse.com
mailto:catgsellshouses@gmail.com
http://www.delta.ca.gov
http://www.amecibrentwood.com
http://www.blackbeardiner.com/location/oakley/
http://www.brentwoodcitruscompany.com
http://www.realtyonegroup.com
http://www.dignitymemorial.com
http://www.facebook.com/tractorbrothers/
http://www.harvestforyou.com/members/moffatt-ranch-peaches/
http://www.eastcountyins.com
http://www.thepress.net
http://www.r12windowcleaning.com
http://www.maggioreranch.com
http://www.roseannjones.merrillsignatureproperties.com
http://www.buzzfile.com/business/Dlp-Entertainment-
http://www.farmersdaughterproduce.com
http://www.threenunns.com
http://www.licensee.io/ca-real-estate/01842230-angelica-dionio-ayon/
http://www.soireelove.com
mailto:membership@eastcontracostahistory.org
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In April, the Contra Costa Plein Air artists, enjoyed a morning capturing 
scenes from the museum grounds.  
They visit ECCHS museum annually as one of their favorite spots to find 
inspiration for their paintings.  

 
 
 

 
 

Visits to ECCHS Museum  

Do you belong to a club or organization who may like to visit the museum as an outing? 
Contact us via the website    or   email docents@eastcontracostahistory.org 

 

 

Pat Cheney  Car horn, carburetor, glass lamp, postcards 

Robert Damico  barrel scale, artifacts 

Doreen Forlow  camcorder, milk bottles, fruit crates 

John Gallacher  Victorian doll, stroller, pitcher, telephone 

Rena Garcia  Irrigation District map 

Paul Green  equine equipment 

Debra Janis  Empire Mines Road painting 

Virginia Karlberg  books 

Chris Lauritzen  diesel engine, gas engine 

Alicia Ortiz  Fire hydrant 

Marihelen Palmer  camera items, wooden paddle, school textbook 

Kelsey Serna-Zimmerman  saddle, branding iron 

Gilbert Somerhalder  Auction poster 

Frank Spinelli  Fruit Crates 

Lois Stornetta  newspaper articles 

Pam Zak  Byron Hot Springs photo 

Thank you to these Donors  

Our Museum Collection is Growing 

ECCHS depends upon the donation of photos, documents & artifacts to build collections and displays. 

An important part of an effective 
display is signage that shares the 
history of an item. 

Do you have typing skills and  
enjoy formatting? 

We are looking for a member to help 
type and format signs and labels for 
displays at the museum.   

All information is provided and you 
can do this at home and on your own 
schedule. 

Contact 
ecchs@eastcontracostahistory.org 

 

20 members of the local chapter of PEO (Philanthropic Educational Organization)  
enjoyed a morning exploring the museum displays and learning more about  
ECCHS on May 24.  After their morning of exploring museum displays, they  
enjoyed a picnic lunch under the Pole Barn. 
Thank you to PEO members and museum docents, Kathy Gursky &  
Deborah Allison for organizing the visit. 
  

 

On May 17, members of the Donner Parlor of Native Daughters of the Golden 
West toured the museum and enjoyed lunch under the pole barn. 
We hope they enjoyed seeing the dolls that belonged  
to Frances Donner Wilder, a child survivor of 
the Donner Party who settled in Byron. 
Thank you to member Leslie Servin for organizing this visit. 
 

 

mailto:docents@eastcontracostahistory.org?subject=I'd%20like%20to%20schedule%20a%20museum%20visit
mailto:ecchs@eastcontracostahistory.org?subject=I%20can%20do%20formatting%20work
mailto:ecchs@eastcontracostahistory.org?subject=I%20can%20do%20formatting%20work
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Thank You for Your Monetary Donations to ECCHS 

Anonymous Givers Foundation Ken & Mary Lou Klovee 

Asbestos Workers Retiree Club C. A. Lauritzen 

Black Bear Diner Lions Club of Brentwood 

Bob & Barbara Byer LUHS Class of 1974 

Linda Cseak Barry & Charlene Margesson 

Curious-ity Alan & Randi McCall 

Joe & Lori Favaloro The Men’s Club 

Robert Fletcher III Janak & Jyoti Patel 

Traci Gibbons Leslie Servin 

Estate of Ken Graunstadt Jerry & Jo Tennant 

Gil & Debbie Hagar Nancy Wasson 

Ernest & Cynthia Holly Peter & Jane Wolfe 

 

Special Thank You’s 

John Rio, Contra Costa Fire Equipment 
for annually servicing fire extinguishers 

         Delta Informal Gardeners 
for planting daffodils along driveway 

     Rose & Sons Glass Company 
              for discount on glass 

 

 

for providing garbage collection service 
 

 

$125 per brick 
Addition of symbol or logo, add $10 

Full information about logos  
available online 

 

Make a Lasting Gift to ECCHS 
 

Recognize a family member, organization, pet with a brick at the Museum! 
Contact:  Kathy Bushman 530-519-2404   or   Shirley McCall 925-634-4049 

Online:  Brick Sponsor form available at  www.eastcontracostahistory.org/donate 

Look for Bricks Recognizing These Community Members 
 

Rick Corum 
Kim King Moreno 

Stacy Pereira 
Joe Senn 

Sheila Sparacino 
purchased by Bob & Barb Byer 

Leonard & Gladice Celoni 
purchased by Dan & Lin Celoni 

 

Carol & Louie Chavez 
purchased by Craig Chavez 

 

Ivy J. Laffoon 
purchased by Paul W. Laffoon 

 

Rick Armstrong 
purchased by Shirley McCall 

 

Robin & Mike McClellan 
purchased by Shelley Murdock 

 

John Diaz, Jr. & Anita Medina 
purchased by Angelica Quintana 

   

                                                     Buy-A-Brick 

 

Make a Memorial Donation 

A gift to East Contra Costa Historical Society is a special way to remember honor 
friends and loved ones who has passed.  The family of the individual will be notified 
(no amount mentioned)   

                                The person’s memory is honored on a name plate on Rose Garden Memorial Board.   
   
 

Memorial Donations   February thru May, 2025 

       Honoring        From Honoring From 
Ken Graunstadt Kim Ambrosino Joe Senn Bonnie Clawson 

Norma Lewis Mary Jane Spediacci  Diane Kevern 
Stacy Pereira Shirley McCall  Shirley McCall 

   Tom & Wendy Snyder 
    

                                  Honoring                                        From 

Sheila Sparacino Frank & Diane Alexander Jack & Maria Rogers 
 Kim Ambrosino Tom & Wendy Snyder 
 Barbara Bartzi Marguerite Nicholson 
 Jerry & Mary Black Dennis Nunn 
 Barry & Kathy Gursky Jo & Jerry Tennant 

 Mark & Sharon Johnson Gary & Chris Toledo 
 Shirley McCall Katherine Toy 
 James & Ann Nash  

 

   
Memorial Roses 

To Honor Sheila Sparacino 
purchased by Marguerite Nicholson 

To Honor Joe Senn 
purchased by Bob & Barbara Byer 

To Honor Ilse Magdalene Modrall 
purchased by Lori Favaloro 

  
 

                                                           $200 per rose 
Form available online or call Marguerite 510-375-7960 

 

mailto:kbush95928@gmail.com?subject=ECCHS%20BRicks
mailto:smccall272@comcast.net?subject=ECCHS%20Brick
https://d.docs.live.net/8aa703385c570e6f/Desktop/ECCHS/Newsletter/June%5eJ2025/www.eastcontracostahistory.org/donate
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Enjoy an afternoon with friends and family at the Museum 

                  

 
 

House, Eden Plain Schoolhouse & Homer’s Shed will be open 

Toe-Tappin’ Music  ~ Raffle Prizes  

 
 

 

37thAnnual CommunityBBQ 
September 7, 2025   

 

BBQ Tickets will be mailed to members by August 1 

We will be selling tickets to the larger community starting August 10th this year, 
so be sure to buy your tickets early! 

 

Great BBQ 
BBQ Tri-Tip 

Beans 

 

& Sides 
Corn-on-the-cob 

Tomato Salad   Rolls 
Dessert 

SAVE THE DATE 

Annual Bakeless Sale 
Watch for your Bakeless Sale letter in the mail! 

Celebrate NOT turning on your oven on these hot summer days  
and  keep local history alive at the same time. 

ECCHS raised $2,900 last year ~ Let’s top that in 2025!  
  

Thank you for being an EMAIL subscriber! 

Money saved on printing and mailing costs 
will be used on museum projects! 


