
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

Volume 22, Issue 1                                                                                                                                             February, 2022 
 

Christmas on the Farm 
A Good Time Was Had By All!! 

The weather fully cooperated and the sunny yet brisk day brought out hundreds of  
families to the ECCHS Museum to celebrate a family-friendly day of old-fashioned 
fun on December 5th. 
 
 

 

The festive atmosphere of music, games, 
activities, vendors, and food brought the 
museum grounds to life. 

Raffle of a beautifully decorated tree 
and the lighting of the windmill at sunset 
capped off a  
fun-filled day  
at the museum.   

 
 

 

Keep up with ECCHS online 
www.eastcontracostahistory.org 

ECCHS Welcomes New Members 
    Dennis Buckley Lyn Corrie David Dolter Paul & Dawn Dougherty 

        Clarivel Garcia Janet Somerhalder Gorby Don & Anne Mingst Kathy Mount 

         Nancy Roberts Philip & Julie Somerhalder MJ Rock Jean Somerhalder Williams 
   

Welcome aboard!  We invite you to be active participants in our events and activities.   
Visit our website to find how you can be involved! 

 

Have you sent in your 2022 Membership? 
Questions?  Contact Shirley McCall 

925-634-4049   or    membership@eastcontracostahistory.org 

 

In This Issue 

Hotchkiss Tract 
From the Resource Center 

Heidorn Water Wagon 
Breaker Projects 

March Member Dinner 

3rd Grade Local History 

Revitalizing the 
Byer-Nail House 
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to ECCHS 

Donation Thank You’s 
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From the Resource Center  

Hotchkiss Tract 
Part of the rich heritage of East Contra Costa is our San Joaquin Delta. Our Delta is unique in the world as it 
is inverted. Most deltas branch out at the point where the river meets the sea. Our Delta branches out 45 
miles inland due in part by being restricted at the Carquinez Strait.  

We enjoy 13 islands and tracts in East Contra Costa, all of them reclaimed from the marshlands of the Delta. 
Hotchkiss Tract is the last and the furthest west. It is being reclaimed again, this time by the City of Oakley 
who is allowing the building of subdivisions.  
 
Known as an entrepreneur, visionary and promoter, WJ Hotchkiss 
purchased the swampy land in 1901. The 2,300 acres included  
Sandmound, west of Bethel Island, and the land going west to 
Sellers Avenue. Hotchkiss was raised on his family farm in Healdsburg 
on the Russian River and recognized the rich potential of the peat dirt 
in the marshland. He built the infrastructure that continues to drain 
the land and proceeded to raise potatoes, onions, beans, asparagus, 
celery and alfalfa. His sugar beets won national prizes for their high 
yield. He shipped his product down river to the San Francisco market 
and beyond by barge. However, the coming of the railroad to 
Knightsen allowed the reality of huge dairies, as the milk could be  
shipped fresh daily. Of the 2,500 gallons shipped each day, 1,000  
gallons came from Hotchkiss cows. His attention to detail and  
innovative farming methods made him rich. He enlisted his son to run  
the farms and WJ moved to Berkeley.  
 
Using his time, money, influence, social connections, political and business expertise Hotchkiss was one of the 
three men instrumental in building the Golden Gate Bridge. Using his skills as a visionary and promotor, he 
established the Bridging the Golden Gate Association. As chairman of the Board of Directors, he fought 
powerful opponents in Sacramento to establish the Golden Gate Bridge and Highway District. Nine years 
later, the Bridge was completed. Hotchkiss is generally overlocked when the bridge is mentioned. The glory 
going to the architect and the builder.  
 
A biography of Hotchkiss can be found in the book entitled “A Pair of Kings and a Joker” by James M. Hotchkiss Jr. 

copyright 2008 www.lulu.com ID:4014463. 

 

 

Ginny’s Corner 
Ginny Karlberg is a familiar smiling face 

around the East Contra Costa Historical Society & Museum! 

Whether you have encountered Ginny as a docent in pioneer dress, minded your 
P’s & Q’s* when she is the School Marm, or been enthralled with her tales of 
pioneer medicine as Abby Marsh, we can guarantee that you have enjoyed your 
little journey into yesteryears.  No one can ‘tell the story’ like Ginny can! 

Ginny is away at the time of this issue of Los Meganos, but watch each newsletter 
for her corner where she will share a bit of history, share a gem she finds at the 
museum, or enlightens you on a bit of local lore. 

 

*Do you know the origin of the saying, ‘Mind your P’s & Q’s’?  (see page 5) 
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Breakers Projects 
A group of convivial men called The Breakers are 
museum members who gather every Monday and 
Wednesday from 9 AM until lunchtime and provide 
the maintenance for the museum buildings and 
grounds, doing plumbing and electrical upkeep, 
restoring old pieces of machinery including tractors 
and other forms of farm machinery, construct and 
modify museum displays and maintain the 
surrounding orchard.   

   A project currently underway is 
   the restoration and   
   transformation of a golf cart  
   which will be decorated as a  
   peacock without losing its main 
   function as an on-site work  
   horse and provider of shuttle 
   service during museum events.   

Other creative projects are the current window 
restoration for the Byer/Nail house, straightening and 
reinforcing a 150 year old shed, designing and  extend- 
ing an existing façade to recreate businesses from 
earlier times.  

A major project coming  
up is to restore a large  
water wagon donated to  
the museum by the Heidorn  
Family.  You may recognize  
the family name from the  
Heidorn Ranch Road off  
Lone Tree near Home Depot. 

Like to explore, tinker, and restore 
treasures from the past? 

Come join the Breakers** to bring history back to life! 
**They derive their name because in spite of the 
overwhelming sounding list of work they also enjoy taking 
lots of breaks.  Generally following each work day they go to 
lunch together, and over the years they have enjoyed field 
trips together. 

 
Contact Chuck Hunter            
              breakers@eastcontracostahistory.org 
 

 

                           A Message from  
                          the President 

   It has been my pleasure to serve 
   as President of the East County 
   Historical Society for the past 
   three years. My term will end 
this Spring and I will pass the responsibility to the 
capable leadership of others. Although two of those 
years have been under Covid restrictions, ECCHS has 
taken the opportunity to reinvent itself.  

We invented the drive-thru BBQs and drive-thru 
member dinners, which were successful due to your 
overwhelming support. Thank you!  

We sold calendars in record numbers and, when a 
small window of opportunity presented itself, we 
envisioned and produced the first annual Christmas 
on the Farm. 

We tackled the unbelievable problem of our 140 year 
old windows in the Byer/Nail House, which were 
rotting away and falling out of their frames. A crew 
of “Breakers” researched, educated themselves and 
became proficient in repairing and rebuilding the 
windows as well as many other wood damaged areas 
of the house.  

We redesigned the display in Homer’s Shed and are 
currently redesigning major displays in the Byer/Nail 
House.  

The vast historical collections in the Resource Center is 
now able to provide research opportunities for 
academics, businesses, government and families.  

Because of Covid we could not host the third graders 
in the traditional hands-on 1880’s farm experience, so 
we produced an interactive video and made it 
available to all third grade classrooms in our area. 

Another major change taking place involves the 
newsletter you are reading. As are most newsletters in 
our area we are going digital. There is no need for 
panic, as our change will be gradual, and those who 
wish to continue to receive a copy in the mail will be 
able to do so. What is and will happen is that you will 
see changes appear as we experiment with the 
newsletter. 
 
I thank the Board and all of you members for 
allowing me the pleasure to serve ECCHS. 
 
    Doreen Pierce Forlow 
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Easy Ways to Give to ECCHS 
 
 

0.5% of each purchase you make goes to ECCHS 
3 EASY CLICKS!! 

                                  
 

1.    Log on to:   www.smile.amazon.com 
Type in East Contra Costa Historical Society 

 

2.    

 
3.  Sign Up! 

                            Make a Memorial Donation 

   A gift to East Contra Costa Historical Society is a special way to remember or  
   honor friends and loved ones.  The person’s name will be honored on a plaque   
    displayed on the Rose Garden Memorial Board.   
      
 Memorial Donations   April  thru September, 2021 

Honoring From Honoring From 
Josephine Allen Dewey DeMartini  Richard Martin Kathy Hampton 

Shirley Bevill Kathy Hampton  Ann Elizabeth McCreery Norma Lewis 

Dallas Shanks Shirley McCall  Ronald Pierce Doreen Forlow 

Urban Spediacci Norma Lewis  Joe L. Smith Joanne Byer & Family 
Aplolonio Rios Gladice Celoni  Len Ferrier Tim & Ginny Karlberg 

Barbara Bonnickson David & Victoria Jones  Ann Kennedy 
 Anthony & Cathy Massoni  Mike McKelvey 

Leslie Ferguson Dewey DeMartini  Carla Nuccio 
 Shirley McCall  Joe & Marilyn Senn 

Alan Jensen Dewey DeMartini  Barry Tagawa 

 

 

Contribute to ECCHS every time you buy from Amazon! 

 

The sidewalk borders of the Resource Center are lined with engraved bricks  
honoring family members, organizations, pets or others.   

Donation of $100 per brick.   

Contact Kathy Bushman 530-519-2404 or Shirley McCall 925-634-4049 

 

Look for These Bricks Purchased to Honor These Community Members 
 Barbara Bartzi      Genie Bettencourt           John & Kathy Bushman    ECCHS Board of Directors  
 Kathi Houseman     David & Victoria Jones            Kim Landreth  Shirley McCall   
              Charles & Syd Plotkin      MJ Rock 
 

                                      Buy-A-Brick 
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Monetary Donations 
Anonymous Givers Foundation 

Mary Black Dan & Lin Celoni 

Gladice Celoni Linda Cseak 

Robert Fletcher III Doreen Forlow 

Lions Club of Brentwood 

Barry & Charlene Margesson 

R Paul Krey, DDS Alan & Randi McCall 

Dennis Nunn Traci Parent 

MJ Rock Gerald & Jo Tennant 

 

Monetary and service donations help to fund the many projects  
and activities of ECCHS 

A special Thank You to 
 
 
 
 

for providing year-round garbage collection service 
 

 

Thank You to our Community for Many Donations 

Mind your P’s & Q’s:  It is suggested this saying 

derives from chalking up (on a slate) a tally of 

drinks (Pints & Quarts) in English pubs.   

Artifacts & Documents 
A.C. Enterprises Ladder & Safety Harness 

Barbara Bartzi DB Lioness Vest & Binder 

Dennis Buckley 1884 Deed to Brentwood 
Methodist Church 

Helen Conroy Summerset I Photos 

Brenda Dawe Wooden Display Cases 

Janice Doneux Quilt, Toaster, etc 

Brian & Pam Fogel Antique Ice Cream Maker 

Doreen Forlow Fruit Crate Label, Oak Table 
Matchbooks 

Doreen Forlow  
& Carol Jensen 

Surfboard & Tugboat Signs 

Mark & Brad Harris Wagon Wheel Seeder Cart 

Rob Hawkins 1930’s Plow 

Barbara Herendeen Book 

D. Roger Houston 1879 Union Cemetery Deed 

Debra Janis Painted Art Tiles 

Carol Jensen Boathouse Sign 

John Jolly 1930’s Era Phone 

Page & Joni Pratt Tug’s Boathouse Mural & Flag 

Jerry Walton Buck Rake & Side Cutter 

 
 

ECCHS depends upon the donation of 
photos, documents, and artifacts to build 
collections and displays of our local history.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you have an item you think would be  
of interest for local history,  
contact  Shirley McCall:  
artifacts@eastcontracostahistory.org. 
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Local History Days are Coming! 
We are planning to once again open museum gates and doors to 3rd grade 
students from local schools starting in April. 

The East Contra Costa Historical Society works hand-in-hand with the 
Brentwood, Byron, Knightsen, and Oakley School Districts to enhance study of 
local history for all third grade students.  Children tour the restored Byer-Nail 
farmhouse, Homer’s Shed, and the grounds including restored fire engines, the 
caboose, and the Eden Plain Schoolhouse to learn about the rich history of their 
local community. 

In the afternoon, that history is brought to life through hands-on activities 
when students step back into the late 1800’s to experience a day in school, 
play games, and do chores of the time period. 

Prior to shutdown of these visits due to covid, 1,400 students plus 400 parents 
participated in the Local History Days at the ECCHS Museum annually.  Many 
report that it is the best field trip ever! 

Want to be part of this program?  We are always looking for Docents who will 
lead short tours or direct afternoon activities.  It’s a fun way to bring history to 
life for all – Plus, where else can you enjoy a cup of homemade ice cream as 
part of your job! 
 

 

 

If you would like to join the team of Docents for the 3rd grade Classroom Visits, contact:   
Mary Black education@eastcontracostahistory.org  or call 925-206-5087 

All Docents attend an initial training session to gain background information about local history and the 
displays in the museum areas.   
 

Byer-Nail House is Being Revitalized! 
In anticipation of welcoming the community back to the museum in April,  
lots of repairs and early Spring cleaning are happening! 

The Breakers are restoring all of the original windows in the house – every  
small pane with wood framing! 

A cleaning crew is giving each room a deep cleaning, all natural wood is  
being nourished to bring back its bright shine, and displays are being  
upgraded with new themes and signage. 

Have some time during February 
and March to work with the 
cleaning crew?  
 

Cleaning Days 
Tuesday & Wednesday 9:00-12:00 
 
All helping hands are welcome! 

We will be there, just show up on 
any day you can help. 

        New Display Dining Room Display 
              Early Entertainment in East Contra Costa County 
including theaters, skating, dancing, community bands, etc 
will be showcased in the Dining Room. A special display of 
Byron Hot Springs & The Brentwood Hotel will be featured. 

Do you have any items, memorabilia, or family stories about 
early entertainment in East Contra Costa County? 

We are looking for items & stories for his special display! 

Contact Sharon Johnson:  
diningdisplay@eastcontracostahistory.org 
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ECCHS  2022-2023 Election of Officers 
As per ECCHS constitution, nominations for 2022-2023 
Board are presented at the March Membership Meeting.   

The Nominating Committee presents the following 
candidates: 

President – Mary Black 
1st Vice President  - Gretchen Tovar 
2nd Vice President  - Sheila Sparacino 
Recording Secretary  - Randi McCall 
Corresponding Secretary – Shirley McCall 
Treasurer – Kathy Bushman 

If anyone would like to be placed on the ballot or to 
nominate someone for one of these positions, please 
contact Tom Snyder   twsnyder@sbcglobal.net     

Voting will take place at the May Membership Meeting 
on May 14, with installation following. 
 

Next Member Dinner:  Saturday, May 14 
 
 

         East Contra Costa Historical Society 
                    March Member Dinner 

                          Sunday, March 13 
                   1:30  Gathering      2:30  Dinner 
                          After Dinner – Speaker 
               San Joaquin Yacht Club, Bethel Island 
                       Shuttle ride available from lower parking lot 

 

                                      Cost: $35.00 

           Your Reservation form and self-addressed envelope  
      are included in this newsletter. 

         Fill it out and mail it in today! 
  

 

 

For Sale in the Mercantile 
 

  Fun Fact:  
The name Sad Iron comes from old English word for ‘solid’, though the term ‘flat iron’ became more common. 
These would make fun and interesting door stops!   Email mj at mj16@juno.com for your purchase pleasure!!! 
 

Sad Irons*, circa 1910’s 
$30each or TWO for $50 

*aka Flat Irons 

Museum to Re-Open April 2nd 
With restoration of windows in the Byer/Nail 
House and covid restrictions, there has been 
limited access to the museum the past 2 years. 

We look forward to welcoming the 
public back to the museum in April 

Public Hours are Saturdays and the third 
Sunday of each month from 2:00-4:00pm 

We need friendly faces to welcome visitors!  

Volunteers open the museum to visitors, answer 
questions, and share love for local history. 

We provide background information and 
many of the displays have excellent signage. 
 
Contact: 

weekenddocents@eastcontracostahistory.org 
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East Contra Costa Historical Society 
P.O. Box 202 
Brentwood, CA 94513 

Your March Member Dinner Reservation Form 
is included in this newsletter! 

 

To save on printing and mailing costs, the Los Meganos newsletter will be transitioning to 
an electronic version to be emailed to members. 

 
February  

Issue of Los Meganos mailed to ALL members. 

April 
An email will be sent to all members with an email address on record with ECCHS 

noting that you  will receive electronic version of June issue of Los Meganos 

June & October 
Los Meganos will be emailed to all members with an email address on record with ECCHS 

Paper copy will be mailed to members without email address on record. 
 

Have an email address but did not include it on Membership Renewal? 
Contact Shirley McCall  smccall272@comcast.net 

Don’t have an email address?   
A paper copy will be mailed to you 

mailto:smccall272@comcast.net

